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NEW WEBSITE

The SMRC has a brand new corporate website. It looks great
and is easier to navigate.

Check out the new information on the site including the RRRC
Bushland, events and information and photos on how we
conduct waste audits!

Information on our Community Feedback Hotline and our Field

Ambient Odour Assessments can be found under Community
Information and Feedback, the same place as before.

The web address is also the same — have a look for yourself at
www.smrc.com.au
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BETTER SOIL, BETTER LIFE, BETTER FUTURE

Monday 5th — Sunday 11th May 2014

International Composting Awareness Week Australia
(ICAW), is a week of activities, events and publicity to
improve awareness about the importance of compost, a
valuable organic resource and to promote compost use,
knowledge and products.

We can compost to help scrap carbon pollution by avoiding
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INTERNATIONAL COMPOSTING AWARENESS WEEK

landfilling organic materials and helping to build healthier soils.

The Centre for Organic Research & Education (CORE)
promotes and manages the key aspects that lead to
community change towards organic products and practices.

Key goals of International Composting Awareness
Week Australia

« Increase the diversion of organics from the main waste
stream through increasing awareness of, and participation
in organics diversion initiatives (centralised composting,
kerbside, home composting, community composting)

« Increase awareness and proper utilisation of composts and
mulches

« Highlight the environmental, social and economic benefits
of composting including the opportunities to reduce our
carbon emissions.

To find out more go www.compostweek.com.au/core/

March 2014




-

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGIONAL COUNCIL

SMRC Newsletter March 2014

DID YOU KNOW YOUR GREEN-

TOPPED BIN IS COMPOSTED?

¢ In the SMRC region, we compost the contents of your green-

: topped bin. The majority of the contents of your green bin

: should be organic. There are many items that can contaminate
! the green-topped bin. One of those items is glass. If you put

¢ glass in the green-topped bin, it contaminates the compost.

¢ All glass, even broken
¢ glass should only

: ever be placed in your
: yellow-topped bin.
By the time the glass
: is emptied into the
¢ truck, is compacted
¢ and arrives at the

: Recycling Facility

: itis usually broken
anyway.

°
-------------------------------------

TEXTILES DON'T BELONG IN EITHERBIN

Textiles that come to the RRRCin the either the green-topped or
yellow-topped bin, are destined for the landfill juggernaut. Large
pieces of textiles can wrap around the large moving parts on the
machines that we use to process waste. You can give all textiles to
charity stores and op shops. Items that meet quality standards are
sold at the shop. ltems no longer suitable for use as clothing due
to rips, staining, etc are cut up and sold as cleaning rags. Another
great option for items such as old rugs that may be ripped, is to
give them to an animal shelter. -

Download the £

Recycle Right App
for tips on what to
do with your textiles,

£ Below are some images of

:  contamination that recently
: ¢ came to the Materials

3 ¢ Recovery Facility where we

2 ¢ process recyclables from the
2 ¢ yellow-topped bin.

: Garden waste and green
¢ waste are not recyclable

as well as other great
recycling tips.

Southern Metropolitan Regional Council — eNews

¢ —this should have been
: putin the green-topped
> bin to be composted.

DID YOU KNOW THE CONTENTS
OF YOUR YELLOW-TOPPED BIN
ARE RECOVERED AND RECYCLED?

: At the Materials Recovery Facility we see some pretty amazing
i sights. We thought we would share some of these with you in
: ournewsletter.

] Do not throw your old gas

¢ bottle into your green or

2 ¢ youryellow-topped bin, as it
is a safety hazard for the the
¢ Council trucks collecting your
3 % bins as well as our workers at
the Materials Recovery and

] Waste Composting Facilities.

.
All metal containers, v

steel & aluminium

including

aerosol cans
o
.
.

Gas bottles can be
exchanged at some
places of purchase, or
need to be disposed of at
your nearest Household
Hazardous Waste Facility.
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The Recycle Right App is now ready for you to download from the App store and Google play.

The SMRC has revolutionised Waste Education with Perth’s first mobile app for waste and

recycling for the Southern Region of Perth.
Features of the app are:

The app is free and available in both mobile web and native versions.

L4 Anralbl recewr o The I_'h::mf.:,ml.:l"—.m
@ AppStore b Google: play
Mobile Web App

To install the mobile web app on your apple or android smartphone or tablet, go to

m.recycleright.net.au and add the icon to your homescreen.

RECYCLE RIGHT PLAN

On Tuesday the 4th of March, staff from SMRC member
councils met to discuss the development of the Recycle
Right Plan. This plan will provide collaboration to maintain
and improve waste management and waste education in
the communities of the Southern Metropolitan Region. It
will value-add to the activities Councils currently perform
and provide resources for their communities to be educated
about waste.

Everyone was keen to discuss their views on waste education
and how Recycle Right can work within and benefit their
Council. We made a great start and there was excitement and
enthusiasm in the room at what we could achieve together.

The next step from here will be to work with the facilitator
and present to the Community Advisory Group and other
interested community members for their feedback.
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If you live in the SMRC region and would like to be involved
in the community workshop on Thursday the 10th of

April, please contact the Community Engagement and
Communications Officer, Taryn Beagley on 9329 2700 or
email thbeagley@smrc.com.au The workshop will be
facilitated by Joel Levin from Aha Consulting and will assist
in developing key messaging for waste education in the
SMRC region.
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(laire Dunn'is our new Recycle Right Tour Guide at the RRRC. Claire is passionate
about sustainability and recycling and is really looking forward to making a
difference by educating tour participants about how they can use best practise to
manage waste in their homes.

(laire has already been doing fantastic work for us and we are looking forward to
seeing some really exciting changes to the way we conduct our tours! Welcome
aboard Claire!

If you would like to come on a tour of the RRRC, please email tours@smrc.com.au
or call 9256 9555.

THE COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP
: (CAG) AT OPEN GARDENS AUSTRALIA If you would like to join the CAG or learn more about

what they do, please contact them on the details below.

i The Community Advisory Group joined Chris Ferreira and :
: Open Gardens Australia on an open home and garden tour | Please email smrccag@gmail.com or write to them at
: at his Sustainable Home in Hamilton Hill on Saturday the : | SMRC Community Advisory Group,

: 22nd of March. The Group provided great tips about how to ¢ | PO Box 1501, Booragoon WA 6154.

: Recycle Right. :

The Community Advisory Grovp (CAG) is )
&)

your point- o€ contact Cor recyling and % §

more. We'd love 40 hear Erom you! b .

(I 28
.’L‘d&_‘;.

The Community AdVisory Grovp is
an independent qrovp made vp ot
_— Community Volunfeers who raise
( public awareness about recycling.
:‘ i
Come on g four of fhe = l l
Regional Resource Recovery B Vs - T
Centre fo Gind ovf what ‘ g ‘
LYt N
: s

happens foyour waste! =, o

T Like us on facebook at RecycleRight
%/ Facebook  NOW with SMRC CAG.
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